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APPLICATION OF THE NEW CANNED FOOD STANDARDS 


Canners and distributors are much interested in the time at 
which the provisions of the McNary-Mapes law will become ef- 
fective, both on products to be packed this year and on products 
carried over from earlier packs. 

An inquiry on this question was directed to the Food and 
Drug Administration, to which Dr. Paul B. Dunbar, Assistant 
Chief, has replied as follows: 

“You have asked whether the standards under the McNary- 
Mapes amendment for canned peas, canned peaches, and canned 
pears, announced February 16, 1931, are applicable to goods of 
last year’s pack. 

“Standards for these three commodities become effective 90 
days from February 16, 1931, the date of their promulgation. 
That is to say, on and after May 18, 1931, substandard canned 
peas, canned peaches and canned pears shipped within the juris- 
diction of the Food and Drugs Act must bear the required sub- 
standard legend. This requirement applies to these canned prod- 
ucts regardless of the year in which they are packed, if they are 
shipped or offered for shipment in interstate commerce subse- 
quent to the date on which the standards become effective.” 

The Food and Drug Administration is now working on 
standards for additional products. At this time it is impossible 
to announce when these standards will be promulgated or the 
products they will cover. 

The decision above quoted makes it clear that any sub- 
standard products shipped within the jurisdiction of the Act at 
anv time subsequent to the effective date of the standards for 
such products will have to bear the required substandard legend 
to comply with the law. 

In general, canners know whether the products they are 
packing are substandard in quality. Distributors likewise know 
whether the products they are buying and selling are of sub- 
standard quality. 

Under these circumstances both canner and distributor will 
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wish to use their present knowledge of qualities and standards 
and so segregate their products that they will be prepared to 
meet the labeling requirements as rapidly as standards for addi- 
tional products are established. 


DECISION DEFINES PRESIDENT’S POWER ON TARIFF 


Under the flexible provisions of the tariff the President has 
a right to change only the rate and not the classification of arti- 
cles in the tariff law, according to a decision handed down by 
Judge Young of the U. S. Customs Court, which set aside a proc- 
lamation issued by former President Coolidge on June 8, 1927. 
The case involved the rate on cheese. 


HALIBUT FISHERIES TREATY RATIFIED 


The treaty between Canada and the United States for the 
preservation of the halibut fishery of the northern Pacific Ocean 
and Bering Sea, concluded at Ottawa on May 9, 1930, was ratified 
by the U. 8. Senate on February 24, 1931. 

According to provisions of this new treaty, the International 
Halibut Commission, of Seattle, Wash., has the power to put 
into action its suggestions for conservation of the fisheries, based 
on scientific study of the halibut and its habitat in the waters 
off the Alaskan coasts. 

Among the suggested remedies put forth by the Interna- 
tional Commission, all of which are said to have the approval of 
the industry, are: Closure of areas inhabited by immature fish; 
prohibition of destructive gear, if necessary; and the lengthen- 
ing of the general closure limit by two weeks with provision for 
a method of facilitating changes when this closure is found eco- 
nomically disastrous. 


TOMATO PROSPECTS IN SOUTH FLORIDA 


The production forecast for the early crop of tomatoes in 
south Florida is 14 per cent smaller than the 1930 crop and 12 
per cent smaller than the average production for the five-year 
period, 1925 to 1929. Although a decrease of only 6 per cent is 
reported in the acreage, the indicated yield per acre is 9 per cent 
below last year’s yield. 


CANNED FOOD EXPORTS IN JANUARY 


While exports of canned foods in January of the present 
year were as a whole lower than in January, 1930, some articles 
were shipped abroad in larger quantities, among them being as- 
paragus, baked beans, apples and applesauce, loganberries, fruits 
for salad, pears and prunes. The following table, compiled from 
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records of the Department of Commerce, gives the comparative 
figures for the various articles: 


January, 1980 January, 1931 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 


Canned meats, total 
Beef 


Other 
Canned total. . 


844,365 545 
Asparagus 1,527,961 241,007 1 "B51 239,310 
Baked beans, and pork 
and beans............ 493,600 41,372 790,060 40,023 
Peas 674,002 55,100 444,157 41,870 
Soups 730,130 81,626 562,931 67,815 
Tomatoes ....... cia 848,871 24,814 246,560 16,525 
Other ... 1,209,195 81,501 564,074 48,246 
Condensed milk............. 2,628,224 439,143 2,408,817 438,634 
Evaporated milk............ 5,830,460 565,781 5,260,123 484,052 
Canned fruits, total. ... 28,148,188 2,935,753 24,976,604 2,216,413 
Apples and . 1,662,365 08,356 1,605,953 73,898 
Apricots 2,848,567 262,235 1,558,911 143,561 
Loganberries .......... 132,811 12,763 151,086 15,880 
Other berries........... 172,582 21,625 55,849 8,018 
Cherries .... 105,747 17,786 105,220 15,885 
Fruits for salad. 


a Not available. 


5,247,987 


IMPORTS OF TOMATO PRODUCTS 
In January imports of both canned tomatoes and tomato 
paste were less than during the corresponding month last year, 
as shown by the following figures from the records of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce: 


Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
1930 Pounds Value Pounds Value 
. 8,939,178 $427,845 1,635,369 $129,824 


January See 198,377 796,143 62,736 


EXPERIENCE OF SOVIET CANNING INDUSTRY 


An article in an official Russian publication, translated by 
the Department of Commerce, furnishes interesting information 
on the plans and some of the difficulties of the Soviet canning 
industry. The experience of the Leningrad cannery “Pishchevik” 
is cited as illustrative of present conditions. The article states: 

“The workmen of this cannery sent an open letter to the 
workmen of the Moscow can-making factory ‘Press.’ Until re- 

* cently, the Leningrad cannery used cans of its own make. Owing 


arr 805,878 100,636 112,611 50,493 

Sausage . sand 117,647 40,428 147,025 36,352 
167,642 69,924 116,304 42,114 
Peaches ............... 8,481,208 835,139 7,638,373 635,121 . 
535,925 6,887,334 582,385 
Pineapple ............. 7,806,186 713,018 2,488,605 240,734 
125,010 16,575 148,186 130,186 
Other 987 ,225 98,785 231,108 22,466 
Sal v4 1,273,575 218,539 
Sa 340,792 
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to the efforts of its own workmen-inventors, it became able to 
turn out daily, in eight-hour shifts, up to 40,000 cans, which was 
in excess of its own needs. Nevertheless, the administration of 
the United Canning Industries ordered that the Moscow can- 
making factory ‘Press’ send 10 carloads of cans to the ‘Pish- 
chevik.’ There is also information that additional 10 carloads 
will follow in the near future. In order to transport these cans 
it is necessary to use 20 freight cars, whereas the transportation 
of the corresponding quantity of tin sheets would require only 
four cars. The cans manufactured at Moscow are turned over 
to the Leningrad cannery at 9.5 kopecks apiece, whereas the cans 
manufactured by the Leningrad cannery itself cost only 8.5 
kopecks. Moreover, the cans of the Moscow factory are of very 
poor quality. In some cases, the number of spoiled cans amounted 
to 50 per cent. It is typical to find in a case, containing 640 cans, 
134 defective cans and 70 cans which are absolutely unsuitable 
for any use. It is necessary, therefore, to employ five women 
who do nothing but solder defective cans. The workmen of the 
Leningrad factory appealed through the ‘Economic Life’ (Rus- 
sian publication) to the workmen of the Moscow factory ‘Press,’ 
showing them the impracticability of shipping cans and the 
advantage of shipping sheet tin.” 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 


The asparagus season opened in northern California during 
the week ended February 21 and the first car also was reported 
from Imperial Valley. About 20 carloads moved from California 
last week. 

By the end of the week Florida and California were each 
shipping about 225 cars of oranges daily. Texas spinach output 
averaged over 100 cars each day during the latter part of the 
week. California cauliflower movement averaged about 45 cars 
daily. 


This season’s crop of early cabbage in southern Texas is 
forecast at the high figures of 145,300 tons, compared with 82,- 
800 last year. Florida has about 35,600 tons, or 40 per cent 
more than in 1930. Louisiana and California average about 
25,000 each, making a total estimated early crop in the four 
states of 231,700 tons, an increase of 53 per cent over last year. 
On some days last week, Texas was forwarding more than 100 
cars daily. 

Florida strawberry shipments are almost at their peak for 
the season, with about 150 cars last week. Louisiana will soon 
begin. 
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Shipments of celery from Florida were nearing 100 cars 
daily. About 40 cars each day moved from California. 

Florida tomato shipments were more active. Imports from 
Mexico were also becoming an important factor on the market. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Total this 


Feb. Feb. Feb. peason season Total 
15-21 814 16-22 through through last 

Commodity 1931 19381 19380 Feb, 21 Feb. 22 season 
Apples, eee 1,674 1405 95,520 89,877 102,801 

Sastern states........ 676 627 502 38,989 46,202 51,439 

Western states........ 1,114 1,047 813) «656,581 43,585 51,362 
Asparagus ............ 15 yo 3 15 3 2,790 
Beans, snap: 

79 62 118 1,903 2,236 9,551 

2 5 20 14 23 
Cabbage: 

1931 season ..... 651 694 696 4,528 3,624 37,260 
1930 season 215 243 938 87,260 44,115 44, 
‘arrots: 

1931 season .... 279 800 3,767 8,818 11,556 

1930 season ..... : 66 72 66 11,556 11,618 12,149 
Cauliflower .......... 314 423 B44 7,058 6,768 9,535 
56 82 108 §=628,055 20,504 21,147 
Peas, green: 

Domestic . 15 16 80 973 570 6,800 

Imports . ‘ . 112 175 149 1,118 1,908 2,118 
Peppers: 

Yomestic 18 028 258 2,795 

Imports . 19 191 477 
Spinach ...... M41 20 463 5,204 4,633 9,634 
Strawberries en 140 117 92 551 1,068 
Tomatoes : 

Domestic 100 126 215 1,199 718 408 

Imports . 147 308 409 2,370 7,019 
Vegetables, mixed: 

mestic . bisa 829 5,452 5,058 $1,052 
Imports .......... 18 12 26 150 148 343 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES IN JANUARY 


The index number of wholesale prices computed by the 
U. 8S. Bureau of Labor Statistics showed a further recession in 
January. This index number, which includes 550 commodities, 
or price quotations, weighted according to the importance of 
each article and based on prices in 1926 as 100.0, declined from 
78.4 in December to 77.0 in January, a decrease of 154 per cent. 
This compares with a decrease of 2% per cent between Novem- 
ber and December and a decrease of over 2% per cent between 
October and November, thus showing a slowing down of the 
recent price slump. 

Retail food prices as reported to the Bureau showed a de- 
crease of a little more than 8 per cent on January 15, 1931, when 
compared with December 15, 1930, and a decrease of about 1414 
per cent since January 15, 1930. The price of canned tomatoes 
decrease? 3 per cent; pork and beans, 2 per cent; evaporated 
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milk, canned corn, and canned peas, 1 per cent. Canned red 
salmon increased in price less than five-tenths of 1 per cent. 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS 


For the week ended February 21 bank debits showed an in- 
crease of 9.2 per cent from the preceding week, but were under 
the corresponding period in 1930. Total loans and discounts of 
Federal Reserve membgr banks decreased slightly from the week 
previous and were materially under the figures for the same 
week last year. Interest rates for time money declined from 
the week previous, while call money rates showed no change. 
Both rates were materially lower than a year ago. Business 
failures, as reported by R. G. Dun & Company, rose in number 
from the week previous, and were in greater number than during 
the same week last year. 

Wholesale prices, as measured by the composite index, 
showed a further fractional decline from the preceding week, 
reaching the lowest point in the present decline. The prices of 
both agricultural and non-agricultural products declined from 
the week previous. Both were materially under last year. 

For the week ended February 14, the New York Times com- 
posite business index increased fractionally from the week pre- 
vious, while the Business Week index showed a one-point rise. 


Carn Loapines 
Merchandise 


Total Miscellaneous L.C. LL. Other 
Week ended February 14 720,080 245,555 212,610 262,524 
Preceding week 719,053 249,335 215,430 254,270 
Corresponding week, 1030 803,140 $22,304 239,482 331,404 
Corresponding week, 1920 057,408 338,418 248,570 870,510 


MODIFIES DIVISION ON CANNED FOOD RATES 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has modified its find- 
ings in the case involving carload rates on fruits and vegetables in 
metal cans from Sumter, Manning, Summerton, and Greenley, 
South Carolina, to certain destinations in Ohio, Indiana, Eastern 
Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Kansas and Missouri, and has is- 
sued an order under date of February 4 puenerriang rates here- 
after to be enforced. 


BRITISH CANNED PINEAPPLE IMPORTS 


During the last quarter of 1930 Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland imported 12,899,488 pounds of canned pineapple valued 
at $868,170. Of this total, Straits Settlements supplied 10,327,- 
184 pounds valued at $585,216; United States, 1,344,896 pounds 
= at $148,900; and Hawaii, 969,808 pounds valued at $107,- 

4. 
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ITALIAN CANNING AND PRESERVING INDUSTRY 


A total of 850 concerns, with a capital of about $34,000,000, 
are engaged in packing, canning, and preserving foods in Italy, 
according to an article published by the Istituto Nazionale per 
lEsportazione of Rome, reproduced by the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. At the close of 1929, there were 614 
factories engaged in canning and preserving fruits and vege- 
tables, the industry as a whole representing a capital investment 
of over $26,000,000. The output of the industry in 1928 and 
1929 was as follows: 


1928 1929 
Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Jams, jetties and other fruit 


Tomato- (all of 

condensation) .... ... 156,205,000 18,645,385 284,049,000 20,331,662 
Canned tomatoes.......... 143,683,000 7,541,935 234,005,000 12,003,825 
Fruits and vegetables con- 

served in vinegar, oil, or 

brine or canned........ 52,205,000 4,982,272 53,113,000 4,435,245 


981,900,000 35,149,392 604,236,000 41,189,132 


American canners are more particularly interested in the 
Italian tomato and tomato paste industry, which has been ex- 
porting increasing amounts of its products both to the United 
States and to other countries. The following table shows the 
quantity of tomato paste and canned tomatoes exported by Italy 
in 1928 and 1929: 


1928 1929 

Nhort tons Short tons 

Belgium 2,24 4,019 
France 3,794 6,268 
German 1,962 2,622 
Great Britain .. 23,970 31,060 
Norwa 755 
Netherlands .. PRG 932 
Switzerland . 1,157 1,911 
Egypt 1,224 1,442 
Tunisia 1,050 945 
Argentina 11,821 9.049 
Brazil 2,231 1,838 
Canada 400 
United States 47,452 83,3138 
Other countries ; 4,207 6,307 
Total 102,962 151,755 


PLANS FOR CANNING CROP ACREAGES 


Accompanying last week’s Information Letter was a mimeo- 
graphed statement furnishing statistics collected by the Division 
of Crop and Livestock Estimates on the preliminary acreage 
plans for corn, snap beans and tomatoes. These figures were 
obtained from canners who grew 46 per cent of the total acre- 
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age of corn for canning in 1930, 35 per cent of the snap beans 
and 87 per cent of the tomatoes. They indicate an intention, at 
the time they were reported, to plant 12 per cent less snap beans 
and 16 per cent less tomatoes, and to make practically no change 
in corn acreage. 

As noted in the mimeograph statement, the statistics are not 
an estimate of the acreage that will be actually planted in 1931, 
but merely a summary of the pre-season plans of the firms re- 
porting to the Department of Agriculture; and is intended as a 
guide in further planning and adjustment of the coming season’s 
acreages. 


YEARBOOK ON FISHERY STATISTICS 


The U. 8. Bureau of Fisheries has issued its annual statis- 
tical yearbook on the fisheries of the United States. The title 
of the publication is “Fishery Industries of the United. States, 
1929.” The latest information obtained from statistical sur- 
veys of the fisheries of the country as conducted by the Bureau 
is published in Part II of this report, which includes all the de- 
tailed statistical data which has become available during the 
preceding year, together with such summarized statements and 
interpretations of these statistics as are deemed significant and 
useful. These statistics should be especially interesting to 
those in the fishery industries and related industries, as well as 
to the economist and student. Part I of this report constitutes 
a report on the activities of the Division of Fishery Industries 
of the Bureau of Fisheries. The publication may be obtained 
for 55 cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 
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